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“ARTICLES FORTHCOMING.

TO AND THROUGH WEST POINT.

BY CAPT. FREE 5. BOWLEY.

Our readers who hove enjoyed in the
past the stories and sketches from the
pen of Capt. Free 8. Bowley will be de-
lighted to Enow that we have received a
new serinl under the above title, written
exclusively for THE NaTiosAn TRIBUNE.
It is needless to remark that the author of
“A Boy Lieutenant in a Black Regiment™
(which was published lust year in TeE
NaTosaL Trisoxe) could not write a
dull line.

The character of the article is fully de-
seribed in the title. Capt. Bowley directs
a boy exactly how to proceed, step by step,
to prepare for and secure an appointment
to the Military Academy at West Point.
Then he details one stage after the other,
the life of the cadet as he passes through
the various clas=es of the institution and
finally receives his diploma and &n ap-
pointment 8s an officer in the Regular
Army of the United States.

Parents who have growing sons with
military ambition, and boys themselves
gimilarly inclined, will find these articles
of intense interest.

e —

THE SUMMERVALE BRABBLE.

BY HON. ALBION W. TOURGEE.

Another brillinnt serial which will run
several months has been secured for THE
NaTioNaL TRIBUNE from Comrade Albion
W. Tourgee. It is entitled “The Summer-
vale Brabble.” It is a story of American
life, involving many strange people who
have curious ups and downs and fumily
mix-ups. The scene is laid at Chautauqus
and theresbouts,

As the author of “A Fool's Errand,”
“Bricks Without Straw,” and many other
works of national reputation, our readers
have only to see the announcement of his
name us the author of a forthcoming se-
rial to feel sure of a glorious literary treat.

Judge Tourgee is now United States
Consul at Bordeaux, France. He was a
gullant Union soldier and is & veteran of
the 105th Ohio.

“The Saummervale Brabble”™ will ap-
pear exclusively in the columns of Tue
Namionar TRIRUSE.

WiiLe we are all talking 8o earnestly
about ‘“'‘preserving China's integrity,”
won't China please do a little to show
that she has any integrity to preserve?

Toe bicycle seems to he more than
Bolding its own in France. Last year the
Government collected tax on 836,856
wheels, 05 against 203,026 in 1802-1894.

A Texessee woman killed her son be-
cause ue smoked, The remedy was some-
what viclent, it is true, but think of the
provocation.

GEx. Jor Wheeler is one of the Demo-
erats emphatically opposed to surrender-
ing any of the fruits of the war with
Bpain.

Now for the stories of the men who did
it and revelations of the shrewd and able
manner in which they turned the current
of disaster into the tide of victory.

Hawan seems to have had a remark-
able boom since snnexation. Then her
population was BGLUD0. Now the census
finds 154,001,

THESE suicides of prominent Chinese
Mandarins would be more readily be-
lieved if n few corpses decorated with yel-
low Jackets and doublecyed peacock’s
featbers were put in evidence.

IDpAano stands next to Nevada with the
smallest population, being still behind Del-
aware, which has 184735 people to lda-
ho's 161,771. But Idalo has nearly
doubled her population in 10 years, while
Delaware increased hers only 16,2492

Frox the way every branch of many.
facturing in Eugland is going into trusts
the remedy proposed in this counfry of
taking the tariff off trust-produced goods
would simply be changing from an Amerj-
can to a British trust.

WORK OF THE FENSION BUREAU.

The week ended Oct. 27 was a fairly
good one in the Pension Buresu, with a
total of 1,800 certificates issued, as
against 2,160 for the previous week, and
2,706 for the week ending Oct. 13. The
meain folling off was in the increnses,
which declined from 1,130 three weeks
ago, to 03 lust week. The original al-
lowances, which are important as at Jast
| giving something to long-waiting appli-

. cants, kept up very well, being 084, s
compared to 044 and U35 for the preced-
ing weeks,

THE COURT OF PENSION APPEALS,

Now that the clection is over we can
turn our sttention to the Court of Pen-
sion Appeals, proposed by the Nntional
GG. A. R. Committes on Pensions, and in-
dor=ed by the National Encampment.
This was not merely a device to pacify
the comrades until after election, as many
have charged. Nor has it wholly refer-
ence to the lamentable condition of things
in the DPension Burean, as is gencrally
supposed.  Mr, Evans's course has =im-
iy bronght to a head that which has been
fermenting in the minds of many think-
ing comrades for years,
Wheat pensioners and applicants for pen
sjone have suffered most from in pnblie
opinion is the too general belief that too
much diseretion is given the Comymissioner
in adjulicating elaims. The soldier-hat-
ing press amd orators have industriously
ctiltivated the idea that
given without reference to law or
evidenie, by too partinl
Thousands of columns have been printed
in the New York Hernld, Times, Ev
Post and World, and papers
them, charging that such Commissioners
as Dudley, Tanner and Raum shufiled out
pensiong to whoever asked for them, re-

)’:1-11.’-iull~'- have
been
Commissioners,

emng

imitating

gardless of the deserving of the claimauts,
and that this practice was most fingrant
on the approach of elections, and in Siates
that were donbtfol. That there was not
a shadow of truth upon which to base
such allegations did not abate in the lenst
the fierceness of these charges. It was
good enough campaign stuff, and it was
always available for an aftack on a Re-
publican Administration.

The unwearied reiterition of these
charges, year after year, made many peo-
ple, even those most friendly to the vet-
erans, begin to believe thaut there was
much truth in them. The more or less
Republican papers in New York and Phil-
adelphia, like the New York Tribune and
the Philadelphia Press, never had the
knowledge of the subject sutficient to con-

fute these charges, and were too indiffer-
ent to acquire it.

they really
lacked the ability to do so, for the edi-

Possibly

torials of those papers have been for yeurs

untoriously wenk.
Now, it is hoped and expected by the

establishment of the Coart of Pension Ap-

peals to remove any reproach of personal
or political favoritism from the pension
roll, and place it, and every name upon
it, upon the high and unassailable ground
of a judicial decision. This will be done
by having & tribunal of the dignity of

a United States Cirenit Court interpret
the pension laws, and lay down rules for
the guidance of the Commizsioner of Pen-
sions which he will be compelled to ful-
low. It does not imply for an instant that
every case will have to come hefore the
Court of Pension Appeals, nor even that
any great nmmber of them will, The
Court will simply take the place of the
Seeretary of the Interior in passivg npon
any disputed gquestion, and being a Court,
made up of trained jurists, speaking with
the foree and effect of a high tribunal,
will be more far-reaching and efflencioun
than the rulings nnd decisions of any mere
ministerial officer can be.

Any Court of fairly sble lawyers would
at once ¢ut to pieces the web of eircumlo-
cution which has been painstakingly elab-
orated to keep a claimant out of his claim
unffl he dies, or until some one on the
pension roll dies and mnkes a place for
him.

The Court would simply decide that
when Congress said A it meant-A, and
that the Commissioner mnst not infer that
it really intended some other letter of the
alplinbet, It would decide that laws
were passed with the porpose of being
carried out, and that the Commissioner
who invented obstructions and diseovered
purposes in the law that were never In-
tended was perverting his functions—thar
he was there to carry out the law, and not
to hunt up pretexts for thwarting its op-
eration.

The next great gain would be that when
the Court decided that a class of c¢laims
were legal and should be paid, the Admin-
istration would be absolved from nny re-
sponsibility as to the awmount it would
take from the Treasury. The Adminis-
tration could not be charged with extrav-
agance in paying the Court’s awards, nor
could it get any credit for economy by
neglecting to pay them. It would have
no interest in the matter, one way or the
other, nny more than it has now in the
jndgments by the Court of Claims, or the

Supreme Conrt,

AN ISDISCREET CLERK.

Not a little hubbub was created in the
Interior Department last week by ap-
penrance in the New Orleans Times-Demo-
erat of an interview with Walter J.
Brooks, Assistant Chief Clerk of the Pen-
sgion Burean., The interview ran in this
wise:

“The applications for pensions from
those enguged in the Bpanish war are
coming in fast,” said Mr. Brooks. “The

Bureau has slready filed 30000 applicn-
tions, and they are still coming in. Over
50 per cent, of the memberg of the Dis-
triet of Columbia regiment have filed ap-
plications for pensions.””

';liuw many of those men were wouad
ed?'

“Not one, so far as I know. Most of
them cluim that they have been perma-
uently jured by conwacting fever or
other diseases in camp””

“What percentage of Roosevelt's Rough
Riders bave applied for pensions?™

“l1 eannot tell you; 1 haven't the sta-
tisties on that regiment.™

“About what will be the aggregnte sum
paid Jut anuually for these 30,000 pen
Klons 2

“Oh, there won't be 30,00 pensions
granted. I should say that not more thun
00 per cent. of the applications will be
acted upon favorably. But alout 15000
men will get pensions, and they will gver
nge about §150 & year éach, or, say, $2,-
250,000 tor all of them."

“Do you think that two millions and a
quarter dollars will cover the pensions nu-
uually for the Bpanish war?"

“No; cxperience has shown that (he
pension list grows for a number of years
after the close of a war, But lots of the
men who have agnlied for pensions nre
young men who have nothing whatever
the matter with them. The examination.
of our surgeous clearly show that. Al
they have is ‘pension fever,” and that is

!priiing. In the present House the e

nsually hag it In a violent form, and it
beeomnes chronie with him."”

“How about the pensions for those en-
gaged in the Philippine war?”

“They are juet beginning to come in.
1 suppose they will come in rapidly soon,
but it is too early for them yot. We ara
not pushing the Spanish war claims very
Fas Most of the applicants are young
men and they do not peed the pensions
very badly. Of course, they will get their
pensions from the day their applications
are filed, but we are in no hnrry to grant
them. It is the feeling at the Pensgion
Burean that it is not a good thing for
the voung men to draw  pensions. It
nuikes them lazy, and is not good for them
morally.”

Such talk as thi
tion,

s, on the eve of elee-
exceedingly  disturbing. Of
Mr. Brooks denied that he had
ever said anything of the kind, but the
internal evidence was too strong. It was
clear alsn that he was reflacting the sen-

There

was
COurse,

timents of the Pension Bureau,
was talk that the indignant Commissioner
had demanded the resignation of a clerk
who had no more sense than to tell the
truth, but the affair seems to hiave blown
Over.
—
THE ELECTION.

The result of the election was a sur-

prize even to the most sanguine. No one

could have possibly anticipnted such

things as 100,000 majority for McKinlex
in Hlinois, 250,000 in Peunsyivania, 160,
000 in

New York, S0,000 in Wisconsin,

cte. At this writing (Wednesday mora-
ing) the poll sec¢ms to stand:

FOR McRINLEY.

California .. ... !l‘ New Jersey .... 10
Connecticut .... 6] New York...... 36
Delaware ...... 3| North Dakota.. 3
Hlinois 23 1OBID s s iaawien ) B8
Indinng ....... 15 | Oregon wsipmis,
lowd ..... 13| Pennsylvania .. 32

KABSAS ........ 10| Rhode Island...

I
4
Dakota.. 4
4
i

Maire ......... 6| South

Maryland ..... .‘i! Vermont . ......
Massachusetts . 15| Washington ...
Michigan ...... 14

West Virginia.. 6
Wisconsin ..... 12
Wyoming

Minnesota ..... 9
Nebraska ...... 8
New Huampshire 4

Total...ea...280
FOR BRYAN.

Alabama ...... 11 ; Montana ...... 3
Arkansas ,..... S|Nevada ........ 3
Colorado ...... 4| North Carolina., 11 |
Florida ........ 4| South Carclina. 9
Georgint ...0... 13| Tennessse L., .. 2|
Idaho o.vevenss 3| Texas ...... voa 10|
Kentutky vei.co 13| Btal cniacinies 3
Lonisi 8| Virginia ....... 12
i i 9 _—

A b f Totals:.uena.158

Totnal electoral votes, 447,
elect, 224,

Eleetoral vote in 1800—MeKinloy,

Necessary to
271;
Bryan, 176.

The result in the Hounse is no less sur-
publicans have a scant majority of 7.
They have made gains almost everywhere,
and in the next House will bave a ma-
jority of at ledst 47.

Bryanism was buried under a soow-

slide of public condemnuation.
e

THE TEXAS SUFFERERS,

Elsewhere we publish an appenl

wigned
by the Depnrtment Communder G. AL R,
and the Department President W. R. C,,
and indorsed by the Commander-in-Chief
of the Grand Army of the Republic and
the National President W, 1. C.

Commander Peck sccompanies the ap-

peal with some words of explanation. All
should be attentively considered by onr
renders, The situntion
gent.  Of late yes
siderable drift of veterans and their fam-
ilies to the coast of Texas to escape the
strennons colimute of the North, which
they could pot withstand as well as in
their younger days. Few of these immi-
gracts had any considerable means—most
of them not more than would take them
to their destination and establish some
sort of & lhome there, All that they had
has been swept away, and they Lave been

i3 peonlinrly ur-

irs there has been a eon-

left destitute in n strange land, far from
their relatives and friends,

In the distribution of the relie? which
has been peneronsly sent from all parts
of the country they will not fure so well
as the natives and older settlers, because
this distribution will be naturally in the
who will

nmong

hamds of prominent citizens,
lonk carefully

their friends and n

most after cuses

QU nees,

Therefore the veternns and their fam-
ilies are doubly our care. Fvery veteran,
wife, widow aund son nnd daughier of a
veteran, should give something, if no more
than a nickel.

The Department of Texas is fortunate
in having at this juncture a capable, far-
secing business man for its Commander.
Comrade Chas. B. Peck I a prominent
railroad man of proucunced ability for or-
ganization and detnils, and he is handling
the situation with great skill, so that the
eomrtdes ¢an have every confidence that
their contributions will be well applied.

In a private letter to us he says:

“We bave recelved thus far about $2.
500, nearly all of which bas been dis-
bursed, and has rendered great assistance.
If you conld witness the gratitude of the
poor comendes, their wives aond children,
at the succor that is being given them you
would feel well repatd for the noble ef-
fort you bave made. We need ond have
ot to have continued aid for threa or
four months, and 1 hope that you will
Eeep the matter before our people. Think
of our membership, and if each one would
donnte the price of a drink or of & ¢lgar
(and where is the comrade that woeold
wot?) to these poor people they will be
saved much wretchedness, resone  their
homes from the ereditor's grip, and not
become waifs upon the charity of a gen-
erous but somewhat forgeiful people.’

TEXAS CONTRIBUTIONS,
Since our last issue we bave reccived
the following contributions:

Previcusly acknowledged ......., S5
Jos. L. Willinms, Reading, Pa.... 1.00
Yauk Johnston, Winthrop, Wash.,  1.00
I‘.‘{'\{& Crosier, Ligordon Station,

D A e bl A 1.00
Hy Hetzler, BEurcka, 8. D........ 1L.O0
John 8. Bittner Post, Rockhaven,
| 1) R ssansssnene  OWOD
Sent direet:
A H. Terrs, W. R. Q.. Tampa,

T S i ah e stae ke R el 10.00
A. I Terry Post, Tnmpa, Flu.. 5.00
tieo. H. Thomas Post........ +e 10,00
tien. T. L. Reno Post, Spokane,

) sssascnssnaisasasinssns 1000

WASHINGTON, D. 0., THURSDAY O ' [BER 8, 1900.
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The Trip Up the Tennessee Develops a Little
Eracas.

“Now.” sab? Si, with the manner that
came over him when his biggest things
were to be done, “everybody off with his
cont and roll up his sieeves. Let's get that
stuflf off them ears and on to that boat,
and the boat started hefore any other or-
ders eome.  Everybody jump, now, " amd
keep it up, until we're out o reach o
headquarters.”

“Giuess nobody’s going to eountermand
Secretary  Stanton's  orders,” remarked
Shad Graham philogophically, “but all the
same the sooner we're awany from here
the better. Eversbody get the liveliest
kind of a move on himself. Dye, you go
back aboard the boat, and after the Ma-
Jor has blown off his steam bring him
over to that decked flatboat there, which
is our wharf-boat. You sc¢e that it's clenr
all around it. We keep it so.  He can
haye ne exense about bumping agninst
other boats. Then you take charge of the
loading as the stuff eomes. Si, yon tnke
the wen over to the ecars, and load it on to
the wagons that I'll send you, and rush it
over to the wharf-boat. I'll take a little
seont around and see how things are work-
ing, and be with you as soon as possible.”

Whenever U0 healthy, stalwart soung
Indinnians get op a foll head of steam for
a job on which their hearts are set, they
can accomplish wonders in an hour. By
that time they had unloaded the whole of
the pontoon stuff from the cars onto the
wagons, awd transferred it to the decks of
the Lorena.  Si distributed Harry Joslyn
and Monty Seruggs along the road, where
they enconraged the teamsters to rapid
work by animated language, supplement-
ing these with brickbats when langunge
did not seem to be adeguate. Sandy, Pete
Skidmore and some of the lighter weights
played piteli-and-cateh in transfoerring the
smuller articles, while 8i led the stronger-
bodil in a fierce assnult upon the timbers,
frames, bales, cordage and anchors.  In an
hour they did the work that would hnve
beesn a half-day's task for men working
ordinarily,

When, glowing with the rapid exertion
and satisfaction at having accomplished
the work so quickly, Si, hat, canteen, hiv-
creiack amd blanket-roll in his left bhand,
his blonze and overcont thrown over his
Ieft arm, and mopping his hot face with
his right followed the last load on to the
boat, he found Msuj, Crewet raging over
hia defent, and bestowing his wrath on
everything in  sight, finding bitter fanlt
with all that was done.

“Here,”” be shonted from his position on
the front of the cabin deck, “what do you
men mean by, slimming those heavy tim-
bers down that way? Think this boat's
made of rock or of iron? Don't yon know
we've got a doad of ammunition? Lay
those things down as easy as if there was
a perctission shell under them, as there is,
S Dye, what's the matter with yon?
Why are yon allowing that? Lay them
down easy, [ tell you.”

The result of thid order was several
mashed Gugers, at which the Major railed:

“Of conrse, yon clomsy louts, you will
hurt yourselves. Wouder that yon don't
kill yours¢lves, and be done with it. Don’t
stand aronnd and nurse yourselves, Serg't
yre, where aré yonr eres? Keep those men
moving. Don't pile those nnchors there ¢n
the forecastles Don’t, you see the boat’s
down too moch by the hend alrendy? Pick
them all up and earry them back on to the
funtail. Here, yon're getting entirely too
many of thase fimbers on the larbonrd
side. The boat's Hsting. Pick them np
and carry them over to the starboard. Too
much noise and confusion down  there,
Serg’t Diye, you must have more order.”

Just then his eye fell on Si.

erg’t Klegg, I am amazed at vou,
sin,” he shouted. “What are you doing
in thut guise, sivr? Put on your blouse ut
aonce, sir, amd botten it up. Don't yon
know your position a8 & non-commissioned
officer better than that, sir?”

Si choked down enongh heat to have
ensily moved the Lorena’s engines, and
obediently put on his blonse and buttoned
it up to the chin.

“Now,” gnid the Major, “never again let
me see you appear on this boat before
your men halt-npked, like that. Go wash
your hands, and clean the dirt off your
elothes and shoes, dand hereafter show a
proper soldierly neatness, It is disgrace-
ful for n non-commissioned officer to be in
such a state as you are. Remember, sir,
that you are pow in the Ordnance service,
the best branch of the service, the flower
of the army, sir, where we do not tolerate
the slackness and slovenliness of other
branches,”

IF'rom the standpoint of the Colonel's
door Shorty had watched the scene of in-
tense activity with keen regret that he had
no share in it, and distressing fear that he
might be prevented from going with the
boys, and their boat pull off without him.
He hind his things placed convenient, and
was meditating snatehing them wp and
muking a rush for the boat, if no other
way appeared.

Shad Graham appeared. *“For the
Lavd's sake, Bhad,” pleaded Shorty, in a
low voice, 50 a8 not to reéach the Colonel's
ears, “you ain’t going to leave me behind,
are you'#"

“No, no; you're all right,” Shad assured
him. “We'll get you off somehow.”

“] presume, Lieutenant,” said the Colo-
nel, as Shad entered and saluted in severe-
Iy eorrect fashion, “that that upstart of an
Ordoance fellow will be g0 eut by the Sec-
retary’s order that he will leave the boat
to the command of his subordinate, whom
yon will rank, und therefore the Engineers
will have charge of the boat, as they prop-
erly should. [t is true that you are but
an  acting  Lieutenant, but that should
make no difference with them. An officer
of Engineers always outranks any other
officer of the same grade. | always insist
upont o Sergeant of Engineers ontranking
n volunteer Lieutennnt,  As for these Ord-
nance fellows, they are only mechanics, at
best, und really should not have eominis-
sions.  You will command the boat. 1
wish I had somepne of higher rank to send,
but you'll do. dnsist:pnon your position.”

“But, Colopel,” interposed Shad, who
was determineddthat! Maj. Crewet should
not eonit nd the boat, *huve you changed
vour mind about, going in command? Y&y
know how important it will be to have an
officer of the highest ability and experi-
ence, especially since all this ammunition
is going on the same boat."”

“1 kuow it. {1 know it. But I cannot
leave my post, bere. I have no one to
leave in chargesexcept my clerks. I am
going to rely wupon you to get the beat
through quickly and safely.”

“Put, Colonel, Sepretary Stanton
pects ¥ou to take ocommand,
plainly indicates that!

(), old Stantop always wants me to do
everyiling that.js at all difficult or respon
sible,” answered the Golonel, with a visible
swelling of the breast. “He happens to
know a good deal of whint I have done,
and I'Il give him eredit of having a lawyer-
like ability for recognizing the kind of men
be has to deal with. Ile oceasionally
ubuses the Engineer Corps, like the rest of
them, but he kuows that they can be de-
pended on. But I'm not going, even if
Stanton does want me. ' I know where ]
onght to be and what I ought to do quite
as well 08 he does. I'll send you. He can’t
whip me around country as he
Dl E Colonel,® wentured: Hhaa espe:

“But, onel, iture ad d |
ately, *Maj. Crewet thinks that he is to g.::
in command, He is commanding now, He
will soon cast off, and be gone. He is
playing that this is an Ordnance expedi-
tian, and the Engineers are merely his
helpers and servants. You just ought to
see the way he is carrying on, you

a [ L3 4
His order

@ bad complaint. When a wman has it he

mle‘e.himuﬂll,butuw.dﬁu_ his

This »as au that was nccessary. The
Colonel's face flamed with anger. “He's
taken commnand, has he? He's giving or-
ders to my men, is he? The powder-miller,
the cartridge-maker, the upstart. Thinks
because he's risen from Lieutenant to Ma-
jor in two years that be's something won-
derful. Never commanded 100 men before
in his life. Never commanded anything.
Il show him. Orderly, go to my hotel
and tell my man to pack wmy things in a
traveling bag, and come at once to the
bout with them. Lieutenant, you will stay
here in charge of the oflice."”

This was a startler for 8had, who was
a5 determined as anybody to get to the
frout. His face was blank for an instant,
but he ventured no expostulation. He took

the first opportunity to say quietly to
Shorty:
“Youll find my things in there ail

packed up, near yours. Bring them down
to the hoat with you, but keep them out of
sight of the Colonel.™

Mnj. Crewet was still blistering every-
body in sight with stinging condemnation,
when he happened to look up from a vol.
ley directed nt Si to see Col. Bonesteel
step on to the gangplank, followed by his
sorvant with his luggage nnd Shorty and
Shad, the Intter having come down under
pretense of receiving final instructions.

the Major, prudently repressing his ire
under the outward calm of omficial com-
munieation.

“As you please,” said the Colonel, calm-
Iy, turning to walk about the boat. “You
will find a telegraph office at the head of |
the canal on the other side, but as thel
cannl seems c¢lear at present, 1 doubt if
we can stop long enough for you to send a
message.”

Under 8i's and Shad’s common-sense
methods, which the men eould perfectly
understand, the boat was speedily put to
rights, cleaned from hurricane to boiler
deck, and, trim upon her keel, she went
through the locks with no delay, and was
speeding down the broand “Lower Ul:?n"l
as fist as her powerful engines could drive
her.

The Colonel presently mmde a tour of
inspection, followed at the proper distance
by Shad Graham, and he by Si, and was
kind enotugh to express his officinl satis-
fuction with eversthing.

Their work well done, their end aceom-
plished, and cheery over the swift pace
their boat was making, the boys settled
themselves down to gossip over the situa-
tion, nud enjoy the pleasure of a delight-
ful ride on n pleasant day down *the benun-
tiful Ohio.™

“PUT ON YOUR COAT AT ONCE, SIBR, AND BuiTON IT UP™

The sight took away the Mujor's breath,
and he locked open-mouthed at the de-
pressing spectacle.

“Mnj. Crewet,” said the Colonel, in his
most impressive tones, “P'm astonished at
vou, sir. It's strictly against the Regula-
tions, sir, for you to speak that way to a
non-commissioned officer before his men,
And to ope of my men, too, sir. I'll not
permit it, sir. Not for an instant, sir.
Where I ecommand such things are not al-
lowed, Nor any of this confounded con-
fusion and disorder, You are evidently not
used to the command of men, sir. Lieut.
Graham, take command of the deck there,
and get rid of that horrible disorder at
ooce. Is everything abward?"

A capacions wink appeared in Shad’s
oye, directed at 8i, Shorty and Jake Dye,
but they kept their faces like wood, while
the other men grinned openly.

“Is eversthing aboard, Sergeant?” de-
munded Shad, in scverely official tones,
of Ni.

“Eversthing s aboard, sir,”" answered
Si, stiffly saluting Shad.

“Everything ia aboard, sir,” communi-
cated Shad, turning and saluting the Colo-
nel.

“Yery good,” answered the Colonel.
“Cast off the lines at once, and give the
order to start. We have not a moment to
lose. You can arrange matters while we
are under way. First thing, the boat is
horribly out of trim. Shows the lack of
an Engineer's eve and edueativn. (He said
this load enpugh to make sure that the
Major would hear.) She ecan't possibly
any speed in this shupe, and may
ek berself. Very dangerous, indeed, to
attempt to run her this way., Bring those

anchors buack thera forward, and shift
those heavy timbers from starboard to
port, and get her on an even keel.”

org't Klegg,"” commanded Shad, in a
voice of official harshness, “set 20 men to
work carrying those nnchors forward on to
the forecastie. Sct 20 more to shifting
those timbers to the other side. Set 20
more to pile up that small stuff neatly.
Find some brooms, and sweep the decks
from the hurricane down."”

“Very good, sir,” said Si, sslating.

“YVery good men, those of yours, Lieu-

tenant,” said the Colonel, noting the alac-
rity with which they set about their tasks,
“Very competent and willing. Not the

men to be banged about and abused by
every inexperienced buresucrat that hap-
pens to come alopg."
This last was apparently sotto voce, but
quite Joud enough for the Major to hear.
“Orderly,” continued the Colonel, sharp-

¥.

“Yes, sir,” said Shorty, saluting.

“Have my things taken up to the large
state-room on the larboard side, further
end, that they call the bridal chamber, and
put in there. Have Julius arrange the
room for me, dusting it out, putting fresh
sheets on the bed, pleuty of fresh towels,
and so on.”

This ronsed the Mnjor to the first speech
since the Colonel had come alboard. *HEx-
cuse me, Colonel," he said, with .cy
hauteur, *but that is my room. I selected
it when I first eame abonrd, and when the
bont was assigned to me."”

The Colonel adjusted his glasses, and
looked at the Major with a stare that tried
to express astonishment that “a mere Ord-
pance fellow™ should presume to have
rizhts or privileges that conflicted with an
Engincer's wishes. “Major,"” he remarked
frostily, “in the number of things in the
Army Regulations which seem unfamiliar
to you, you =eem to have specially over-
looked that paragraph which givea the
commanding officer absolute right to the
best aml most commodious quarters, and
rother makes it obligntory upon him to oc-
cupy them. [ recommend that you look
this matter up. I must have the quarters
1 have designated, and also those rooms
immediately adjoining, for the accommoda-
tion of my staff, Licut. Graham, Serg't
Klegg and my Orderly here, with whom [
must be in constant communiention. You
will promptly have removed any property
belonging to you to other rooms which you
muy select toward the forwnrd end of the
cibin.”

His back being toward the Colonel, Shad
Graham was able to furnish Si and Shorty
with a wink that approached a comical
leer, but as they faced the Colonel they
had to maintain a wooden immobility of
conntenunee,

“Put, Colonel,” protested the Major, “I
cottainly have some rights. 1 was special-
Iy nesigned to this boat, or rather the boat
was nssigned to me, and I was put in com-
mund of her for a special duty. I eannot
be displaced even by your rauking me.”

“1f you will refer to the telegraphie or-
der from the Secretary of War, a copy of
which was furnished you, you will discover
that the command of the boat and the ex-
pedition was expressly given to the senior
officer, which I happen to be. You will
|hc-n-r:nre proceed to carry out my instrue-
tions,"

“You are making a wholly unwarranted
stretch of your aunthority, sir,” said the
Major, shaking with rage. “As an Engi-
neer officer you are specially prohibited
from exercizing command over troops.”

“Hump, fine argument that. for an Ord-
nance fellow to make,” snorted the Colo-
acl, “How dare you, who are only one
of the artificers—yes, sir, mere artificers—
presume to exercise authority that you
claim is not given to the most highly-edu-
ented branch of the service? But this dis-
russion before the men is bighly improper,
L notify you, sir, that I am in
and t?'at you must govern yourself accord-

‘shall report this to the Bureau,” said

The Ohio below Louisville differs mark-

edly from its appearance from Pittsburg
to the “Falis City." The hills through
which the broad, placid, silvery current
winds its way in long, graceful undula-
tions, are true mountains at Pittsburg, but
they gradeally sink in hight, and become
less abropt in profile, until below Cinein-
nati they begin to fall away into the bil-
lowy landscape, which leads to the Illinais
prairies and Kentucky “bottoms” along
the Mississippi. The river broadens to
lake-like expansiveness, and its current is
too gentle to disturb the mirror-like
smoothness of its surface,

It was the first time that most of the
detachment had ever ridden on a steam-
boat, and probnbly none of them, except
Shorty, had ever gone so great a distance
on such a vessel.  All settled down to full
enjoyment of the trip, except Maj. Crewet
and Col. Bonesteel,

The Major locked himself up in the
stute-room, whither he had removed his
possessions, nte his heart out in bitterness
agninst Engineers generally, and agninst
Col. Bonesteel in particular, and meditat-
ed schemes of revenge. Had be not been
taken completely by surprise by Col. Bone-
steel’s coming aboard at the Inst moment
and ordering the boat awny he would not
have been caught so. He would have se-
enred an order relieving him from the boat
if he had supposed that he was not to re-
main in command. Now that they had
passed Louisville he counld not come into
communication with Washington until
they reached Psaducah, and only then if
the bont should stop some hours to give
time for the exchange of messages, He
would remain in seclusion until then.

On the other hand, in all his long years
of service, Col. Bonesteel had really never
had un actunl command of the importance
of that to which he had accidentally ae-
ceded. He had nearly alwnys been a bu-
renn man, an inspector of drawings, revis-
er of computations, digester of reports,
maker of officinl papers, and naturaliy
became a theorist and a stickler as to
how things should be done, and not a doer
of things himself. The importance of his
command grew upon him as the boat sped
along over the smooth water. Here he
had under him, including Crewet’s detach-
ment, 125 good men, & great quantity of
important supplies, and a swift, stanch
steamboat. It was a command quite
worthy of even a Colonel of Engineers, It
was a command that it behooved him to
exercise in a way that would be a pattern
to other men of lesser attainments, and
thereby bring him credit in the army. He
wonld illustrate his favorite ideas on the
subject, to the general advancement of
military science. He meditated eagerly
over these things in the spacious accom-
modations of the “Bridal Chamber,” and
began the formulation of & routine of mar-
velous cor lexity and iron exactness and
rigidity. snasmuch as he was upon the
wuter, he wonld combine what he knew of
naval discipline with that he fancied
should be the rule in the army.

“Having many more than a company of
men,” he ruminated, “I can properly con-
stitute a battalion, which, with the mo-
tive power of (he boat, and her valuable
stores, will make a fitting command for a
Colonel. Lieut. Graham shall be my Ex-
ecutive Officer, this Indianan Sergeant,
who seems to be an intelligent, sensible
soldier, shall command the right company,
the Ohio Sergeant, who is with Crewet,
shall command the left company, and my
Orderly, who scems to be a model sol-
dier, shall be my Adjutant. Muj. Crewet,
if he behaves himself, and accepts the sit-
nation, shall be the second in command.
If he does not T shall put him in arrest.
I'd rather he would do something to war-
rant that. It wounld greatly simplify the
sitnation. Now, I must arrange the rou-
tine of duties—no, I shall leave my Execu-
tive Officer to do that, subject to my ap-
proval—and the hours for meals, ete. As
the commander of the vessel I shall take
my meals alone, in the Indies’ cabin, and
dine in the center eabin. Maj. Crewet
and Lieut. Sreabham shall constitute a
meas, By rights the Captains of the right
nud left companies should be in the mess,
but as they are only non-cammissioned
officers I shall have to constitute a non-
vommissioned officers’ mess for the smok-
ing-eabin, forward. Heavens, what's the
meaning of that disturbance? Orderly!

Jesire Lient. Graham to come to me im-
wedintely.”

The disturbance had been caused by the
boat's cook coming to the ontside of the
kitehen, pounding on the thin, resonant
boards with a long iron spoon, and shout-
ing “Grub pile,” after the manner of
stenmboat cooks notifying the deck hands
that their menl was ready. The hungry
youngsters made n noisy rush in response.

Shad Graham explained this to the
Colonel, when he obeyed his summons,

“Exceedingly unmilitary! Disreputable
to the last degree,” snorted the Colonel.
“Not to be tolerated for an instant on one
of the Government's vesseds. Lieutenant,
you will see that it Is stopped, and the
mml" calls properly beaten by the drum-
mwer,

“But we have neither drummer nor
drum, Colonel.”

“Shameful, sir. did yon allow the
hoat to leave without these necessary ad-
juncts?*

'*i:'e have not hacc‘l’ any d:':::s hoj: bugles
in the Engineers, lonel, t is bat
a detachment of men, without regular or-

zanization, and so not provided with mu-
sicians.”

herenfter have the Captains of

quietly notified when mea's are ready, :=
direct them to fall their men in and marck
them to the place in an orderly manner,
Baut sit down here, Lieutenant, and assist
me in preparing regular orders for gow
ernment of the vessel during our exped)
Lien.

After dinner Si improved the time by
getting his men together nnd beginning the
anduous work of licking them into shap
for the regiment. It was hiz first oppor
tunity., With his own squad acting m
non-commissioned officers he began teach
ing them how to stand, to face and
move. Then he found out thrwugh Jak:
Dye that there were 100 stands of musk
ets on the boat, which had been turned iy
on some previous trip, and remasined un
called-for. He got these ont and issues
them, dividing the men up into sguads
under Monty, Giul, Harry, Sandy, Al
Russell, Pete, and some veterans return
ing from furlough, who industriousl)
taught them the manual of arms; to all of
which the recruits took readily, feeling
tiint they were going directly into ths
presence of the enemy, where this woull
be of the highest importance.

The Colonel found such a world of im-
portant detail that he wanted to incorpor
ate into his perfect system that he kept
Shad with him all afternoon and far inte
the night elaborating his onders. Shad on-
Iy got oceasional opportunities to get ont
and mingle with the boys when he was ar
ranging the momentons mnatters of the
messes. The Colonel dined by himself in
solemn state, in full uniform, in the ladies'
cabin, at 6 p. m, with Shorty standing
stiffiy at attention in absolute neatness of
aniform, clean-shaved, white collar and
gloves, and shoes carefully shined.

Maj. Crewet, who remained most of the
time snlking in his room, dined with Shad
Giraham in the middle eabin, at 3 p. m.,
while 8i, Jake Dye and Shorty had theiz
dinner at 1 o'clock in the forward cabio,

“I'm glad 1 aint no higher in rank”
remarked Shorty, “for 1 o'clock’s just the
very last minute [ can wait for my din-
ner, I suppose that when the Colonel's a
t.\i.luj::rvi'_h-m-r:al he won't dine until pext

ay.

The Colonel was still working on hias
oriers when they reached Paducah the
next afternoon, and taking on another pi-
lot, turned up into the winding Tepnesses,

“Boys,” said Shad to Si and Jake Dye,
after he had carried out the Colonel's or-
ders to constitute two companies, “now
that we are in the Tennessee wo're liable
to have a little hullabaloo any minnte,
Better issue abont 10 rounds to each man,
and have them ready to nse. Keep your
men out of sight as much as possible, for
I want to work a little twist on thesa
gnerrillag, They're signaling this boat al-
resdy, and sending messengers acrosa
these big bends ahead of ns. Don't show
any more men than you can help, and nons
of them with muskets. Let's make them
believe that this is just a common trans-
port without a guard.”

By the next morning they were some
distance up the Tennessee, and Shad Gra-
ham took his position on the front of the
hurricane deck, and was scanning the
south bank of the river attentively, Ha
had eaught oceasionnl glimpses of gallop-
ing horsemen who seemed to be earrying
messages, The Colonel was seeking re-*
laxation from his ardnons intellectusl la-
bor on his orders, by & vigorous constito-
tional up and down the starboard side of
the deck. The Major was doing the sama
on the larbourd side. B8i and Jake Drye
had their men crouching behind the tim-
bers and frames piled vp amidshi and
Harry Joslyn was lounging around the
capstan on the forecastle, ready to com-
municate any orders to them from Shad.

“Sherty,” said Shad loud enough for
the pilot to hear, “get your gun, and
stund there, where you can keep your eye
on that pilot. Shoot him at once, if yon
cateh him making anything like a signal
to anybody ashore. Shoot him if he don't
obey my orders.”

*“All right, sir,” said Shorty with alac-
rity, picking op his gun, which he had
stowed handy.

“What order is that you are giving,
Lieutenant?" said the Colonel, stoppicg
his walk, pricking up his ears, and com-
ing over toward Shad.

“Merely some precautionary directions,”
Shad started to say, but bhe was inter-
rupted by a shot from the bank, and a
bullet whistled so close to the Colonel's
head that it seemed to brush his halr.

“Some fool's fired too soon,” muttered
Shad.

“I declare, I believe that fellow actual-
ly fired at me,” ejacnlated the Colonel,
with an &ir a= if a distinction had been
done him.

“He certainly did, Colonel," answered
Shag. “and came mighty near hitting yom,

The Colonel’'s face flushed with pleas-
ure. Here was an adventure, He was
actually under fire, and had narrowly es-
caped. He inflated his chest and assumed
a Napoleonie attitnde on the farthest point
of the hurricane deck, as if challenging
another shot. Not to be outdone, the
Major came up on the other side of tha
deck, folded his arms and stood sternly
gazing out upon the bank. :

“Harry,” said Shad quietly, “tell Sl
and Jake to load and be ready.”

“Lieutenant,” admonished the Colonel,
“be more military. That is not the prop-
er way to give orders. Never call any-
body by his first name.”

The boat had turned a high, sharp
point, and was running into the deep wa-
ter, close to shore, by a curving biunfl,
;vilh = little shelf of level ground at its
00t

“Come to, there! Come to, or we'll
blow ycun out of the wat«r," came in a
loud voice from the woods, and they saw
just ahead of them a shining brass can-
non, with the cannonesrs standing abonrt,
and near them a company of dismounted
horsemen with guns leveled.

“Pilot, put her nose square into the
bank there, just below that cannen,” com-
manded Shad. “Harry, tell Si and Jake
to make the ruosh the second the boat's
nose strikes. Pilot, keep the engines go-
ing, and let the current swing her side
against the bank.”

“And be damned sure you do.” added
Shorty, cocking his gun and covering the
pilot.

The instant the boat's prow jarred
against the bank there was a mighty rush,
Si leading, which went over the boat's
quarter and up the bank so tumultuously
that the astounded rebels could only fire a
nervous volley, and rush for their horses.
The cannon did not go off at all. It was
an abandoned one, which the guerrillas
had picked up and used for “demonstra-
tion.™

Grining the top of the binff the boys
penred a volley after the flying re
which killed three, wounded a numbe
more, and brought down several horses,

“Very well done, Lientenant,” excloim-
ed the Colonel as soog as he conld
recover his breath, after his run up the
bank after the boys—a more rapid move-
ment than he had made for years. “Yon
have executed my orders admirably and
won a complete victory. And you, too,
Serg’t Klegg, and Corp'l Elliott. I shall
mention you all in my report of this
handsome little afair.”™ :

“You have done very well, indeed,
Serg’'t Dye,” said the Major, who bad
something of the same difficulty in recov-
ering his breath. *“I shall take great
pleasure in commending you to the De-
partment for the manner in which you ex-
ecuted my orders.”

(To be continued.)

Capt. John George Brown, for 36 years
a Clerk in the Record and Pension Dici-
sion of the War Department, died Nov.
4 at the nge of 64, He hod been an of-
ficer in the British army, but left it and
came to this country, and enlisted in the

$ Regular Army. He su wently became
the l?:;lef'?u will have. them sonnded by 2 SerI;erlnt i: the 175th N. Y, ’nnd was
“But we have neither bugle nor bugler.” | SEverely wounded. While in the hospital

he was appointed a clerk in the War De-
partment, where he remained ever after.
He was a member of Lincoln Post, G. A,
R., Department of the Potomae.

Commissicner Rockhill has been ap-
pointed Counselor of the American Le-

“Too bad. Very well, then. You will

gation at Pekin, to assist Mr. Conger im
the megotiations.,

-
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